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Comparative Study on Ancient Tomb Construction Technique of
Korea and Japan : With a focus on large tumuli in Yeongnam and

Honam regions

Jung Intae, Oh Dongsun, Yun Hyoungjun

Abstracts: In Japan, it is confirmed that a similar type to stone-lined pit grave and assemblage
wooden chamber found in Gimhae and Busan prior to the construction of tumuli in the 4 th and 5
th centuries was used. After the 5th century, a tomb structure consisting of main and
subordinate outer coffins appears along with the use of clay to fill the spaces between the wall
stones and covering stones appeared. Compartment structure found in Changnyeong, Hapcheon,
Daegu and Busan are found in Okayama, and Nagano, while ‘77’- shaped main and subordinate
outer coffins found in Seongju and Sangju are observed in Fukuoka and Nagano. Furthermore,
stone slab structure found in Changnyeong, Seongju and Daegu is confirmed in Fukuoka and
Nagano. In these areas, objects related to Gaya including those used for ritual ceremony such as
horse burial, artifacts such as horse gears, accessories and smith’s gear were also unearthed, but
the grave mounds or burial facilities are small, employing only some of ancient tomb construction
techniques. Contrastingly, the high-ranking stone chambered tombs with tunnel entrance were
influenced by stone chambers from Baekje and those constructed in the Yeongsan River basin.

Japanese style tombs were constructed independently and temporarily along the south and west
coast of Yeongnam and Honam regions. Japanese elements are identified in the burial facilities,
stones placed on the tombs and funerary objects. Keyhole shaped tombs constructed around the 6
th century along the Yeongsan River basin also have a definite Japanese style in all aspects such
as type of tombs, stones placed on the tombs, construction techniques (burial pit, earthen bank
around the pit), funerary objects and objects for ritual use (cylindrical earthenware, Haniwa).

The study shows compartment building using clay blocks in the Kurazuka Tomb and
Ningyozuka Tomb in Japan along with Buyeob technique that places tree branches underneath to
reinforce the structure were passed from the Korean peninsula, while wooden furniture facilities
of the Hokenoyama Tomb were likely introduced to the Korean Peninsula via Gimhae in the mid-

3rd century.

Keywords: grave mound, engineering technique, compartment with different materials,

skills exchange
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