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A Study on Jangrangji and bird-shaped terracotta in Iksan:
Focusing on palace building layout and clay figure excavated

from temple in the 6th and 8th centuries

Jeon Yongho

Abstracts: In Korea and Japan, Jangrangji is observed in the palace architecture or traditional
building called “Siheyuan”(courtyard house) of China. Jangrangji has been utilized as a
“ceremonial space” for conducting ceremonies or events organized by the king, a “state affairs or
lecture space” for conducting state affairs, study or accommodation, and a “warehouse or work
space” for storing items. In ancient times, these spaces appeared either independently or in
complex within one Jangrangji site, and developed as an entirely separate space during Middle
Ages.

From a perspective of Jangrangji, the meaning of the palace or temple constructed in Iksan
region can be seen in the new light. There appear various types of Janrangji in different spaces in
Wanggung-ri Palace Site in Iksan. Influenced by royal palaces of ancient China and Goguryeo,
they had unique features and later affected royal palaces or provincial government offices in Silla
and Japan.

A bird-shaped terracotta excavated from Jeseoksaji Temple Site in Iksan is in poor condition
and has very distinct features compared to other related artifacts, and thus it is difficult to say
what it is. Considering the shape of remaining part and production technique comprehensively, it
is more likely to be a clay figure made at the end of Baekje period.

The most important site in relation to “clay figure” in Korea includes Jeongrimsaji Temple Site
in Buyeo and Jeseoksaji Temple Site in Iksan. The both temples have a common structure where
the long jangrangji buildings spanning in the north and south are adjacent to the corridors on the
east and west side of the shrine hall. In this respect, “jangrangji” and “clay figure” are closely
related, revealing the characteristics of ancient culture between the 6th and 8th centuries. But
they were developed differently in Korea and Japan. If this question is unraveled, “jangrangji”
and “clay figure” will present a new key to understanding the cultures of Korea and Japan in the

6th and 8th centuries.

Keywords: Jangrangji, building layout, bird-shape terracotta, clay figure, enshrine, origin and

genealogy, culture
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