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On the bamboo tablets

Hajime Baba

Abstracts: Contrary to the fact that no bamboo writing tablets have been excavated in ancient
Japan or Korea, there are later period examples from Medieval Korea. The question we ask here
is: Were there bamboo tablets in ancient Korea and dJapan? This paper aims to examine
documentation systems in ancient China and compare them with the wooden and bamboo writing
tablets found in Korea.

Firstly, documentation in the Chinese Han period (202 BCE to 220 CE) were threefold and
included silk, bamboo, and wood. Each type played different roles. Bamboo was mainly used for
slip booklets bound by connecting pieces, and used for important scenes such as official books—
although, it was considered to be less formal than silk documents. Woods were used as a wide
tally, making use of its workability.

Secondly, we observed the processing methods, shapes and use of Korean bamboo tablets. They
were mainly used in a single portion and were roughly processed—which is quite similar to
contemporary wooden tablets.

Thus, we conclude that the bamboo tablets in Silla inherited its characteristics from ancient
Korean wooden tablets, rather than from ancient China. Consequently, there is no reason to
assume a wide use of bamboo tablets in either ancient Korea or Japan. We should discuss East

Asian ancient literature on the premise that bamboo tablets were absent in these countries.

Keywords: Wooden tablet, Bamboo tablet, East Asian documentation culture

269



	255_269



