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A Comparative Study on Landscape Formation in Traditional

Landscape Architecture in Korea and Japan

Lee Wonho

Abstracts: This research analyzes how the borrowed scenery technique which is one of the
landscape formation techniques in traditional landscape architecture in Korea and Japan was
implemented in the both countries with examples to compare their characteristics. Firstly, this
study compares the landscape formation techniques used in Asian and Western gardens and
theoretically examines the characteristics of borrowed scenery techniques in Asia and the West.
Based on the case study analysis on the gardens of Byeongsan Seowon in Korea and Ninnaji
Temple in Japan regarding borrowed scenery in terms of location and composition, viewpoint and
scope of the borrowed scenery, and visual frame of the borrowed scenery can be summarized as
follows.

The comparative study on the characteristics of traditional gardens of Korea and Japan
suggests that traditional Korean gardens give priority to consideration of surrounding landscape
while traditional Japanese gardens located on a relatively flat ground borrow various sceneries of
garden created by the division of the architectural line. Accordingly, in the Korean style, the
scope of borrowed scenery varies from near, middle to distant views of nature while the scope of
borrowed scenery in the Japanese style is limited to a near view of the garden inside the wall.
Both countries commonly use a visual architectural frame formed by pillars and beams as a basic
module. However, how they enjoy the view in the garden are different. In the case of a Korean
garden where surrounding landscape is viewed from a specific seated position, the viewpoint is
limited and thus one scene is borrowed from one viewpoint whether through a single frame or
multiple overlapping frames. In the case of a Japanese garden, depending on the viewing
behavior in a pond garden, one object can be borrowed from various viewpoints (one-to-multiple
method) or different objects can be borrowed in various scenes through the transmission of sight

or contrast effect (multiple-to-multiple method).

Keywords: space hierarchy, visual structure, visual frame, location, scope of view
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